
God of The Way, through these words and through our meditations, may we hear your 
word for us this day, so that we might more fully commit ourselves to walking The Way 
of Jesus.  Amen 

 

Today’s reading takes us back to Pentecost; when the wind of the Spirit blew and the 
fire of the Spirit descended on the gathered community causing them to speak in 
tongues, praising the work of God through Christ. 

 

So what do these followers of Jesus do next?  “They devote themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.” 

 

Wait a minute!  Isn’t that what they were doing before the coming of the Spirit; huddled 
together reflecting on all the things Jesus had said and done, fellowshipping together, 
breaking bread, praying? 

 

One would have thought that, after the great show of fire and wind and linguistic 
acrobatics, that they would have raced out into the world sharing the good news, 
preaching the gospel, healing and comforting and engaging people in the Word. 

 

But no, instead, “All the believers were together and had everything in common.”   

 

Every day, we are told, they continue to meet together in the temple courts (still holding 
on to their Jewish faith, but with a bit of a twist), breaking bread in their homes and 
eating together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying each other’s 
company.  

 

Now this sounds like the birth of the church!!  They celebrate their community and the 
fact that they can be together, continuing to learn and share and pray their faith with 
like-minded people. Yup! Sounds a lot like church to me!!  That comfortable pew that we 
land in each Sunday, (even if metaphorically speaking, these days). 

 



 

That’s mostly what today’s text tells us, and while that is certainly an important aspect of 
the faith, it intrigues me that only one short verse is offered, buried in the middle of all 
their communal life descriptors, about what might be the most important, most Christ 
like action these people of The Way take.  Verse 45 states:  “They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need.”   

 

Let me repeat that: “They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had 
need.” 

 

No pomp and circumstance, no arrogance, no mention of pride or affirmation.  Just a 
simple statement of fact. “They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who 
had need.”  I wonder if these aren’t the wonders and signs we are told everyone was in 
awe of! 

 

Because … WOW!  I mean, let’s just think about this for a minute.  As followers of The 
Way, believers in the life and ministry of Jesus, they took to heart Jesus’ instruction, as 
he sent them out to proclaim the kindom of God and to heal, saying, “Take nothing for 
your journey, no staff, nor bag, nor bread, nor money – not even an extra tunic.” 

 

“They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.”  They were 
compelled to provide for others, out of their wealth so that all might know and 
experience God’s love, Christ’s compassion and the Spirit’s presence. 

 

I’m just trying to wrap my head around what kind of faith and trust it would take to let go 
of our possessions, give them away, sell them and give the money away.  All the while 
believing and trusting, that through this selfless act, the world might be changed and we 
wouldn’t become impoverished because of our actions. 

 

Earlier this week I happened upon an Oprah Winfrey special where she interviewed a 
panel of African Americans, and in the midst of the uprisings and protests that are 
currently taking place, she asks  the question “Where do we go from here?” It’s a 2 part 
series and the links can be found on our Facebook page, or on YouTube. It was an 
excellent series that I highly recommend. 



 

From this discussion, It was clear  that racial discrimination is about so much more than 
police brutality.  It’s about systemic racism that the United States, Canada, Australia, 
and other countries around the world are built on.  It’s a system that keeps the white folk 
wealthy and the coloured or indigenous folk poor, relatively speaking.  

 

I know this is a difficult thing to hear.  We don’t like to think that we contribute to racism, 
but we do.  I’m an inter-racial woman. I’m not high on the economic scale, but I have 
and use my privilege, my advantage, often without realizing it. This, in turn, strengthens 
and maintains the racial divides in our country and in the world. 

 

This issue of social, financial and racial divide isn’t new though. In fact, it’s precisely 
what Jesus was up against as he welcomed and embraced the Samaritans, the 
gentiles, the tax collectors, the blind and the lame. Through his actions he creates a 
diverse community of followers, none of whom are considered more or less important 
than the other. It is but a small snapshot of what the world could be, and what Jesus’ 
followers are striving for. 

 

And so, in the midst of their fellowship, prayer, study and breaking of bread, they see 
themselves called to live in a different way, to breakdown the divide between rich and 
poor, the haves and the have nots; and so they sell property and possessions to give to 
anyone who has need. 

 

Now don’t worry.  I’m not going to ask you to sell everything and share the wealth we 
have. …But just imagine if we did!  Imagine if we even sold just half of what we own, 
gave away half of our investments, not in some willy nilly way, but thoughtfully, with 
consideration for the needs of others.   

 

Imagine how that might change people’s lives.  How it might provide an opportunity for 
someone to go to college, to train as a mechanic, to give them a foot up in a world that 
too often puts a knee on their neck. 

 

Now imagine if everyone else did the same, we could actually turn our economy on its 
head and find a balance of wealth for all people.  I suspect, that if this dream ever came 



true, instead of suffering in want, regretting what we let go of, we would discover that we 
all have everything we need, nobody would be left wanting and we might just be able to 
see that race, creed, and colour, need have nothing to do with wealth or poverty or who 
deserves to live and who doesn’t.  Just imagine the possibilities!! 

 

Ahhh, but my vision is becoming rather grandiose, don’t you think?  A little “pie-in-the-
sky” dreamy, right?! And that could well be. But before we write it off as fantasy, let’s 
consider for a moment, the possibilities. Is there one thing you could let go of that would 
make this world a better place? Is there one sacrifice, one offering you could make to 
enhance the life of others? 

 

This is the question I want to leave you with today.  “What am I willing to give up, let go 
of, give away, so that others might know and experience God’s love, Christ’s 
compassion and the Spirit’s presence?   

 

Over the next few days and weeks, let the winds of the Spirit blow through you and the 
fire of the Spirit rest on you as you prayerfully ponder this question. It might be 
possessions, it might be an attitude, or perhaps it will be a particular belief system that 
you carry with you.  Whatever it is, it might feel like an insignificant baby step or it might 
seem like a giant leap. Either way, it’s a first step toward a better, more just world.  It’s 
up to you. Well, you and God!  

 

What is God calling you to? What is it, that you would be willing to let go of, what is God 
calling you to let go of, so that you and others might live more fully? 

 

 


