
There’s really nothing unusual about the scene.  It is 

a typical practice of the faith, to worship God in the 

temple, offering burnt offerings as a sign of 

devotion.   

 

The only way to ensure that the offerings, 

usually  an animal sacrifice, such as a bull, sheep, 

goat, or a dovei were kosher (acceptable for offering) 

was to sell and purchase them, in the temple yard.  

So why is Jesus turning over tables and kicking the 

vendors out? 

 

In the other gospels, this story is told near the end 

of Jesus’ ministry and is the impetus for his arrest 

and crucifixion.  However, here, in John’s gospel, 

Jesus has just performed his first miracle, turning 

water into wine at the wedding in Cana.   

 

This version of the story isn’t about death, but rather 

about life and more importantly about a new life, a 

new way of living, a new way of being God’s people.   

 

In this shocking, emotional uproar, Jesus is saying 

“Look folks!  God is doing a new thing! No longer do 

you need to look to the ‘great unknown’ to find God.  

No longer do you have to look only to the Temple to 

find God. No longer do you have to appease an 

angry God or wonder what God wants of you.  God is 

here!  God is with you! I am “God with you” Follow 

me and you will be following God.”   



God is doing a new thing!  This is not a new concept 

in scripture.   

Jeremiah 31:31 

Verse Concepts 

"Behold, days are coming," declares the LORD, 

"when I will make a new covenant with the house of 

Israel and with the house of Judah,… 

Ezekiel 11:19 

Verse Concepts 

"And I will give them one heart, and put a new spirit 

within them And I will take the heart of stone out of 

their flesh and give them a heart of flesh, 

Isaiah 65:17 

Verse Concepts 

"For behold, I create new heavens and a new earth; 

And the former things will not be remembered or 

come to mind. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 

Verse Concepts 

Therefore if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creature; 

the old things passed away; behold, new things have 

come. 

John 13:34 

Verse Concepts 

"A new commandment I give to you, that you love 

one another, even as I have loved you, that you also 

love one another. 

Jeremiah 31:22 

Verse Concepts 
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"How long will you go here and there, O faithless 

daughter? For the LORD has created a new thing in 

the earth-- A woman will encompass a man." 

Revelation 21:5 

Verse Concepts 

And He who sits on the throne said, "Behold, I am 

making all things new " And He said, "Write, for 

these words are faithful and true."ii 

 

And it continues even now.  Yesterday 100 people, 

representing the four Kelowna area United Church 

congregations, gathered for a conversation that 

invited us to wonder about what new thing God is 

doing in our midst.  And rather than me telling you 

all about it, I’ve invited each of the people who were 

in attendance to offer a BRIEF comment about their 

experience.  Something they took away from the 

gathering that might offer us a glimpse into God’s 

work in our midst. 

 

…. 

 

My friends, God is doing a new thing.  Tables may be 

flipped, coins may scatter, the unsuspecting may be 

taken aback.  But this is our God!  The one who 

pushes us, challenges us and invites us into a new 

life, a new way of living, a new way of being God’s 

people.  Thanks be to God! 
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