
God of all, open us to your presence, fill us with your love, and reveal to us all that you 
have done and are doing, in and through us, as we join with the psalmist in offering our 
thanks to you. Amen 

 

Over the past few weeks, we have reflected on what it takes to have a vibrant, living 
relationship with God and we have been witness to the ways in which God is active and 
acting in our lives.   

Through Jacob we learn that God invites our questions, our fears, our concerns and our 
wrestlings and does not reject us for these but encourages, supports and engages with 
us as we deepen our understanding and faith in this holiest of mysteries.   

In the story of Elijah, we are reminded that even though we may not be able to hear 
God’s voice when storms are raging all round us, indeed, God is there and once we are 
able to quiet ourselves and our minds, we might even hear God in the silence of our 
prayers and meditations.   

Last week, the story of Joseph invited us to trust in God and in God’s presence in our 
lives.  Joseph reveals to us that, if we are open to it, God will work in us, in big and 
small ways, helping us to grow in love and compassion. Although the work can be hard, 
it is worthwhile and helps us to refine our thinking and empowers us to be better 
prepared for the work of Christ that we are called to. 

Today is our opportunity to give thanks for all that God is and does in our lives.  Too 
often we become numb and blind to the active work of God all around us.  Sometimes 
we walk through life patting ourselves on the back for what we have accomplished.  So 
today, along with the psalmist, we lift up those things in our lives that we are thankful 
for; we celebrate the active presence of God that inspires and leads us; and we offer to 
God our gratitude. 

 

……. 

 

As one theologian states: “Psalm 138 celebrates the name, the steadfast love, the 
faithfulness, and the intimate care of God in the myriad places in which we find 
ourselves in life -- our sanctuaries of safety; our chaotic social, political, and economic 



world; our daily trials and troubles. The psalm singer reminds the faithful that God is a 
God who remembers and cares; that God is a God worthy of thanks and worship; and 
that God is a God above all gods.”i  And for this we say Thanks be to God!!  Amen 

 
 

 
i Nancy deClaissé-Walford 
http://www.workingpreacher.org/preaching.aspx?commentary_id=2124 


