
God of Holiness, open our eyes to your presence, our 

ears to your Word and our hearts to your calling, 

that we too might walk the way of holiness.  Amen 

 

Here we are again.  Still in Isaiah, still envisioning 

God’s dream for the world.  So are you living it yet?! 

 

Interestingly, this, of all the texts most compels us 

to act; to travel the highway that is named “The Holy 

Way”.   

 

Unfortunately, when we think about being holy, 

walking the Holy Way, we think about the great holy 

ones like Gandhi, Mother Teresa, the Dalai Lama, 

Mary Mother of Jesus and of course Jesus, himself.   

 

Even when I went online and googled “names of holy 

people” all that came up were sites listing the names 

of catholic saints. 

 

We think that, to be holy is to be without sin, to live 

a perfect life…or as close as possible to one.  “Holy” 

isn’t a term used for those who sometimes let out a 

frustrated cuss, or tell little white lies, or cheat in a 

game or lose our tempers.   

 



In which case, you and me, we won’t be walking that 

Holy Highway any time soon!  Well, I guess I 

shouldn’t speak for you, but, I know I won’t be. 

 

Unless of course, to be holy, to walk the way of 

holiness actually has little or nothing to do with 

being “good and moral” and instead is about being 

present to God. 

 

One theologian, in writing about holiness explains 

that while the Hebrew words “translated “holy” or 

“holiness” carry a strong secondary connotation of 

moral purity. [This] is not, first and foremost, what 

Scripture is talking about. 

 

Instead, the most basic meaning of the word is to be 

“set apart” or “dedicated” to God—to belong to God. 

“I will be your God, and you will be my people,” says 

Yahweh (Lev. 26:12; Heb. 8:10).” 

 

The writer goes on to say that “biblical holiness 

describes a unique relationship that God has 

established and desires with [God’s] people. ... 

Before we are ever called to be good, we are called 

to be holy. 

 

 



[Rather than concerning ourselves with right 

behaviour, we walk the way of holiness when we 

reflect on questions like ‘to whom do I belong?’ ‘to 

whom or to what do I profess my own unconditional 

love and faithfulness?’] 

 

“God’s call to be holy” he suggests, “is a radical, all-

encompassing claim on our lives, our loves, and our 

very identities.”i 

 

It took me a long time to understand this.  I 

remember when I was in my early twenties, newly 

married, sitting in church on Sunday and the pastor 

preached on Matthew 10:  

 

“For I have come to set a man against his father, 

and a daughter against her mother, 

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law; 

36 and one’s foes will be members of one’s own 

household. 

37 Whoever loves father or mother more than me is 

not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 

daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and 

whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is 

not worthy of me. 39 Those who find their life will lose 

it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find 

it.” 

 



Now I have to admit that I have no idea what the 

preacher actually said that day because, I was 

caught up in my mental sermon.  “Love God more 

than family?  Love God more than my husband? I 

mean, I love God, I feel close to God, but, love God 

MORE than my husband? I don’t know that I could 

ever do that.” 

 

Twenty years later, I was facing the breakdown of 

my marriage.  Not because I no longer loved the 

man I married, but because I loved God more.  I 

loved God enough to say “yes” when the call to 

ministry was too strong to keep saying ‘no’ to.  I said 

‘yes’ to God, knowing that my husband would say 

‘no’.  Which he did.  But I continued to say ‘yes’ I 

continued to say ‘yes’ to God.   

 

And when my student committee suggested that I 

work things out at home before continuing my 

studies for ministry, I knew I couldn’t follow their 

suggestion. I knew that I had already put my life, 

my call and my love of God on hold for too long. 

 

 

 



In fact, 5 years later, in my final year of seminary, 

when one of our instructors asked each of us the 

question “Why are you here?”  my only response was 

to quote Martin Luther when he said “here I stand, I 

can do no other.”  I had to follow where God was 

leading me. 

 

You see, through these rather challenging years, I 

had begun to understand what it meant to walk the 

way of holiness (although I would never have 

defined it as that at the time).   

 

But I had learned to name myself as a beloved child 

of God.  I had learned to listen and watch for God.  I 

had learned to trust God and I had come to 

understand that God works in me so that I can live in 

the world in a way that is pleasing to God … most of 

the time … I hope!   

 

But the truth is, you don’t have to experience a call 

to ministry or have a life changing experience to 

walk the way of holiness.    

 

“To be holy [is to understand that] all we are and all 

we have belongs to God, not ourselves, and that 

every aspect of our lives is to be shaped and directed 

toward God.”ii 



 

Oh! And this Holy Way is not the narrow way you 

might suspect, “lined with [an abundance of] pitfalls, 

ditches, and off-ramps [at least not according to 

today’s text which tells us that] The path, in fact, is 

so wide and easily navigable that even a fool can 

walk it without fear of wandering astray.”iii 

Today’s Isaiah text is both a vision and a call to 

action.  It is an invitation to the reader to participate 

in the implementation of God’s vision.   

 

“Walk the way of holiness” comes the invitation, 

“walk with God, hold God in your heart, put God 

first, be present to God’s presence in all things and 

the vision will start to become a reality.” 

 

“Strengthen the weak hands, make firm the feeble 

knees. Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be 

strong, do not fear! Here is your God.” 

 

5 Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, 

    and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 

6 then the lame shall leap like a deer, 

    and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. 

…waters shall break forth in the wilderness, 

    and streams in the desert; 



7 the burning sand shall become a pool, 

    and the thirsty ground springs of water; 

the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp,  

    the grass shall become reeds and rushes. … 

everlasting joy shall be upon [the peoples’] heads; 

    they shall obtain joy and gladness, 

    and sorrow and sighing shall flee away. 

 

You see, you and me, we can be holy, we can walk 

the way of holiness and help to bring in God’s 

kindom vision.  It is there for everyone who dares to 

step out in faith. If we take the first step, everything 

else will follow.   

 

May we open our eyes to Gods presence, our ears to 

Gods Word and our hearts to God’s invitation as we 

pray these words from John Wesley, founder of one 

of our foundational faith traditions. 

 

Lord, I am no longer my own, but yours. 
Put me to what you will, 

rank me with whom you will; 
put me to doing, 

put me to suffering. 
Let me be employed by you 

or laid aside by you, 
enabled for you 

or brought low by you. 
Let me be full, 

let me be empty. 
Let me have all things, 

let me have nothing. 



I freely and heartily yield all things 
to your pleasure and disposal. 

And now, O glorious and blessed God, 
Creator, Son, and Holy Spirit, 

you are mine, and I am yours. So be it. 
Ameniv 
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