
God of Peace, may these words humbly offered and openly received, guide 
us always in your way. Amen 
 
 
How many Christmas pageants do you think you have seen over the 
years?  Memories of Joseph and the shepherds dressed in housecoats, 
towels tied around their heads.  Angels with wings attached to their backs, 
their halos sitting appropriately crooked on their heads.  Wisemen in only 
slightly more bedazzling robes than the shepherds, wearing jeweled 
crowns and carrying sparkling cardboard boxes of “gold, frankincense and 
myrrh” in their small hands.   
 
 
And then there’s Mary. Sweet, delicate, Mary, kneeling at the manger, 
hands folded into her pale blue dress as she looks lovingly at the doll that 
has been transformed into the baby Jesus.   
 
 
Like most little girls, I always wanted to be Mary, to be seen as that sweet, 
obedient woman child, willing to do whatever God asks of her.  Oh, to be 
that meek and mild, subservient Mary!! 
 
 
Even her song that we hear in today’s scripture is usually put to a soothing, 
melodic tune, lulling us into a vision of Mary’s innocence and passiveness.   
 
 
(sung) “My soul proclaims your greatness oh God  

and my spirit rejoices in you. 
You have looked with love on your servant here  
and blessed me all my life through…” 

 
 



But listen again to the core of Mary’s message:  
 
 
“…You have shown strength with your arm, you have scattered the proud 
in their conceit, 
You have deposed the mighty from their thrones and raised the lowly to 
high places. 
You have filled the hungry with good things, while you have sent the rich 
away empty. …”. This is Mary’s song, this is her heart. 
 
 
Sure, she might be all sweet and gentle on the outside, but inside!  Inside, 
she is a torrent of justice flowing down like waters.  She is a prophet among 
prophets, calling out the proud, the mighty, and the rich, proclaiming justice 
for the lowly, the hungry, the dispossessed.   
 
 
We wonder why she wasn’t afraid of being stoned because of her 
illegitimate pregnancy?!  After proclaiming what’s really in her heart, being 
pregnant would be the least of her worries!   
 
 
She is ready to be a part of the changing fabric of the world. She is ready to  
take down the most powerful of powerful people and you can bet that in the 
world she lives in, that would be far more life threatening than being 
pregnant.   
 
 
Even today, we hear news of Loujain al-Hathlouls, a UBC graduate who 
was arrested in Saudi Arabia for protesting a ban on women driving.  She 
has been imprisoned for two years so far and while there, according to a 
classmate, has experienced torture, and sexual assault. Now, her daily 
phone calls have ceased and there is fear that she is dead. 



 
So yes, Mary’s words of justice are most definitely a threat to her life. 
 
 
For too long, Mary has been equated with the passive, subservient woman, 
doing as she is told, when in fact, Mary is an activist’s activist.   
 
 
 
Mary is representative of every person carrying a ‘Black Lives Matter’ sign; 
every woman who hash tags “Me Too”; every environmentalist who chains 
themselves to a gate to protest pipeline expansion; every person who calls 
for social reform and an end to systemic racism; every letter writing, petition 
signing person who lets their name stand in witness to a justice seeking 
world.  These are the ones that Mary represents.   
 
 
It’s no surprise, then, that this text is a favourite of revolutionaries and has 
been banned from public use in countries like India, Guatemala, and 
Argentina, all due to its subversive tone.i 
 
 
It’s also interesting to note that this particular text “is the longest set of 
words spoken by a woman in the New Testament.”ii 
 
 
So let’s not, for one minute, underestimate Mary, her importance, and her 
power within the story of Jesus. In fact, it just might be a more appropriate 
representation of Mary if, in our pageants, we placed in her folded hands a 
picket sign and replaced her silent admiration with shouts of justice, peace 
and equality for all. 
 
 



Or as one colleague put it, “Christmas is about God choosing a woman to 
lead a revolution of reorganizing the structures of societal power by her 
leadership, tenderness and faith.”iii 
 
 
It’s true, I always wanted to be that meek and mild, sweet, obedient Mary in 
the Christmas pageant.  But today… today I’d rather be the radical, activist 
Mary, working to change the world, one song, one proclamation, one 
action, one protest at a time.   
 
Until, at last, the world knows that God has done great things for us and we 
are mindful of God’s mercy.  Oh to be that radical, activist Mary! May it be 
so. Amen 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i https://www.washingtonpost.com/religion/2018/12/20/marys-magnificat-bible-is-revolutionary-so-evangelicals-
silence-it/ , Dec. 19, 2020. 
ii https://enemylove.com/subversive-magnificat-mary-expected-messiah-to-be-like/ Dec. 19, 2020. 
iii Kast, Rev. Jess.  Facebook post. Dec. 19, 2020. 


