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As we enter the season of Lent, we take time to reflect on the life, ministry and struggles of 

Jesus.  Traditionally this is a time of dietary fasting.  Using the time we would normally spend 

preparing and eating meals to sit in prayer and meditation as we draw closer to God.  In more 

recent years we have shifted from sacrificing food to giving up other things that take our 

attention away from Jesus and what he calls us to.  That said, human as we are, we tend to 

simply “fast” from things like chocolate, coffee, or even social media.  And many of us don’t 

follow this tradition at all, moving through Lent like any other time of the year.   

Personally, I’ve always been of the mind that, rather than sacrificing something, we might take 

on something that draws us closer to Jesus – prayer, meditation, acts of kindness, acts of justice 

… 

So this year, I invite you to honour the Season of Lent by doing a little of both. And in the 

words of Pope Francis: 

- Fast from hurting words and use kind words 

- Fast from sadness and be filled with gratitude 

- Fast from anger and be filled with patience 

- Fast from pessimism and be filled with hope 

- Fast from worries and have trust in God 

- Fast from complaints and contemplate simplicity 

- Fast from pressures and be prayerful 

- Fast from bitterness and fill your hearts with joy 

- Fast from selfishness and be compassionate to others 

- Fast from grudges and be reconciled 

- Fast from words and be silent so you can listen 

 

How ever you choose to observe this season of Lent, may it open you and draw you closer to 

God’s grace and mercy as we experience it through the life and teachings of Jesus. 

 

Shalom,  Ivy 
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Lenten Book Study 
 Wednesdays February 26th – April 8th   1-2pm 
 

Holy Envy: Finding God in the Faith of Others by Barbara Brown Taylor 

“The renowned and beloved New York Times bestselling author of An Altar 

in the World and Learning to Walk in the Dark  recounts her moving 

discoveries of finding the sacred in unexpected places while teaching the 

world’s religions to undergraduates in rural Georgia, revealing how God 

delights in confounding our expectations…. 

 

Birthdays 
 

Mark Ketler 2nd 

Janneke Speckman 4th 

Ivy Thomas 5th  

Jean McBratney 7th 

Allen Reid 13th  

David Martyn 21st  

Edward Ard 23rd  

Jayne Brooks 23rd  

Alma Burnett 29th  

 

 

Throughout Holy Envy, Taylor weaves together stories from the 
classroom with reflections on how her own spiritual journey has 
been complicated and renewed by connecting with people of other 
traditions—even those whose truths are quite different from hers.  

March 
 

Tea Time With Ivy 
 

The last Friday of each 
month at St Paul’s 

Next Tea Time is March 
27th from 10-11 am 

 
Join Ivy for casual 

conversation 
& refreshments 

Everyone welcome! 

Ladies Luncheon 
 

 
 

March 24th at Noon 
Location TBA 

      
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
Willowbridge Outreach 

Supper 
 

March 23rd @5:30pm 
 

If you are interested in 
Volunteering, please contact 

Linda Hutchinson. 



 

 

  

Intercongregational Gathering: 

 

SongShine 
Tuesday @ 1pm 
Come and check us out, 

any Tuesday from  
1-2:30 pm in the Church 

Hall. Carole Taylor from 
SongShine. 

March 8th 10 am Worship & Potluck  
@First Mennonite 

 

 

March Worship with St Paul’s 

March. 1st – Lent 1   

Communion Service 

 

March 8th – Lent 2  

Joint Service at First Mennonite Church 

1305 Gordon Drive 

 

March 15th – Lent 3 

Annual General Meeting to follow worship 

 

March 29th –  Lent 4 

Potluck Luncheon to follow worship 

Potluck Luncheon  

 

Covenanting Service at  

Winfield United Church, 

celebrating Rev. Joan Kessler.  2:30pm 
March 8th at the Winfield UC, 3751 

Woodsdale Road, Lake Country. 
  

 
 

St Paul’s United 
AGM 

Annual General Meeting 

following Worship on 

Sunday March 15th. 

Please check your emails 

for the AGM package that 

will be mailed out before 

the AGM. 

Easter with the United Churches of Kelowna 

Please plan to join our United Church community 

throughout Easter time as we hold joint services at the 

United churches in Kelowna. Please see posters with exact 

dates and details for Eastertime. 



 

In an effort to keep the congregation as informed as possible, during the exploration of our future, the 

Trustees committed to creating a map of next steps.  Please note that the following list is a general 

guide only and open to changes as necessary. 
 

Next Steps 
 

 

             First Mennonite          United Churches 

Immediate – Invite ongoing 

questions/concerns/points of clarity to be submitted.  

(A basket will be made available in the hall on 

Sundays and in the office during the week.) These 

will be responded to during the announcement time. 

A letter of invitation has been written to First United, 

Rutland United and Okanagan Japanese United 

(worshipping at First United), to begin a conversation 

of exploration of new forms of ministry for the 

Kelowna churches. 

Provide a list of “Next Steps” for the congregation An initial conversation, will take place on Feb. 29th 9-

1pm at Christ Lutheran Church - facilitated by 

Allison Rennie 

There will be ongoing congregational updates 

throughout the process, using Sunday 

Announcements, newsletters and emails. 

Shared Lenten Services 

Feb. 25, 5:00 pm – Shrove Tuesday  

                                  @ First United 

April 9, 5:00pm – Maundy Thursday      

                                supper and service 

                                @ Rutland United 

April 10, 10am –   Good Friday Service 

                                @ St. Paul’s 

March 8 – Shared Worship & Potluck Further conversations will be arranged according to 

interest level of the congregations 

Set up a steering committee, comprised of trustees, 

board members, committee members, congregants 

(cross section of the total church) 

 

UCC Kelowna clergy, meeting monthly to continue 

to explore the possibilities, options, sharing the 

“temperature” of their congregations to the idea and 

process 

Establish a mandate and strategic plan 

 

Ongoing update to the congregation as they are 

available 

Meet with First Mennonite to further clarify the 

details of the lease.  

Seek any necessary approvals of the Community of 

Faith Council (Regional) 

Trustees meet with KSDA group; inform them of 

SPUC’s discussions with FMC, and give notice of 

potential termination of tenancy: three-month (90-day 

notice and effective date). Timing??? 

 

Formal congregational meeting to approve any final 

decisions that we come to 

Arrange for inspection of First Mennonite property  

Arrange for any legal matters to be dealt with  

Meet with Insurance broker (Capri Insurance re 

policy) 

 

 

Determine cost effectiveness  

Request permission from FMC, and conduct a 

building inspection 

 

Call official Congregational Meeting for discussion 

and a final vote 
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Notes from the Treasurer 

 
Broadview Magazine Subscriptions 
Current subscriptions to Broadview magazine (formerly the Observer) expire in March.  The cost for an 
annual subscription remains at $25 on the St. Paul’s group rate.   
Did you know that Broadview is the oldest continuously-published magazine in North America and the 
second-oldest in the English-speaking world?  It has engaged Canadians for over 190 years by offering award-
winning journalism focused on issues of faith, justice and contemporary living.  It encourages people in the 
pews and beyond to broaden their understanding of what it means to be a Christian in Canada today. 
If you are a current subscriber, please contact Jayne Brooks to renew (or cancel) your subscription for the 
coming year.  If you are not currently a subscriber but would like to become one, please let Jayne know.  And 
if you would like to see some past issues of Broadview before making your decision, just see Delaine or Jayne 
in the office. 
The $25 subscription price can be paid with cash or by cheque made out to St. Paul’s United Church.  
Payment is due in the office by Friday, March 13th.  All funds collected will then be forwarded to Broadview 
as part of the St. Paul’s group package.   
 

Designated Contributions 
Some of you have been asking how much our special collections at potlucks have been.  The year end does 
not exactly match our collections and payments, and we missed 2019 potlucks from July to September and in 
December, but the following shows what contributions to other charitable organizations were made in the 
past year (or so). 
$569 Jan 2019 Kelowna Community Foodbank for fall 2018 potlucks (3) 
$291 Mar 2019 Kelowna Gospel Mission for winter 2019 potlucks (2) 
$470 June 2019 Kelowna Women’s Shelter for spring 2019 potlucks (3) 
$  75 Oct 2019 Salvation Army for coffee one October Sunday as it was designated for them 
$495 Feb 2020 The Bridge Youth and Family Services for fall 2019 and January 2020 potlucks (3) 
In addition to the above, $1,130 was paid out in Jan 2020 to CMHA: Kelowna for their Graduated Rent 
Supplement Program to fight homelessness.   This amount was the general offering collected at the 
Christmas Eve service.  As we move forward in 2020, our potluck collections will continue to support this 
worthy initiative. 
Thank you for your continued support of these very deserving organizations! 
 
If you have any questions about the 2019 financial statements or 2020 budget found in your annual report, 
please feel free to contact me at any time to discuss. 
 
 

Jayne Brooks, St Paul’s United ChurchTreasurer. 
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