
Holy One, break us open so that we might receive your word and live your 
love.  Amen 
 
 
The people are creating a new worshipping community.  They are bringing 
together people with differing backgrounds, diverse ideas, varied hopes, 
and wide-ranging expectations.  They are bringing together individuals, 
small clusters and large groups – all attempting to be faithful to God and to 
the Gospel.   
 
 
Some are learned, some are powerful, some are seeking, some are 
scared, all are hoping that they will be able to live out the dream.  But they 
need guidance and assurance that they will find a way through the growing 
pains.  
 
 
For people of the Torah, the tradition lays out 613 commandments.  How 
can gentiles be expected to learn and follow all of these?  And do they 
need to?  What if there is a simpler way to live into this new community?   
 
 
Jesus offers just that.  The first and greatest commandment, he says is 
“… you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your 
soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength.’  The second is this, 
‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other commandment 
greater than these.”  
 
 
Two is a whole lot easier to remember than 613!!  But even at that, we 
struggle, right?! 
 
 
Perhaps that’s why Mark offers up an additional story that, for his 
community of diverse people, would have struck a chord, although for us, it 
might seem a little disjointed. It is the story known to many as “the widow’s 
mite”.   
 



 
Mark places Jesus in the temple, watching people put their donations into 
the offering plate.  Out of their abundance, the wealthy offer an abundance, 
but in the midst of her poverty, the widow gives all that she has. 
 
 
At first glance, there seems no connection to these two stories.  One about 
loving God and neighbour and the other about how much we put in the 
offering plate. 
 
 
But it’s the backstory that’s important here.  And the backstory is that those 
who are wealthy, become that way, on the backs of the impoverished – 
sound familiar?  Despite the fact that God calls us to love our neighbour, 
and that includes widows, orphans and the poor, too often that isn’t the 
case.  
 
 
Instead, what has happened is that people of means prey on widows, who 
although they may have property, live on the edge of poverty.  In their 
vulnerability, they sell off what little they have, lining the pockets of those 
who can afford to purchase, at a cut-rate price, often nothing more than the 
cost of taxes. 
 
 
So, in essence, some of the monies going into the treasury of the temple by 
the wealthy has, in effect, been stolen from the impoverished widow.   
 
 
 
Where is love of neighbour in this action? Where is love for God and God’s 
call on our lives?  It seems to be nothing more than a big cover-up 
operation.  Making one’s self look good, boasting of one’s wealth, while the 
victims are looked down upon. 
 
 
 



I suspect that what Mark is trying to demonstrate to his audience is the 
need to build a caring and respectful community of people, based on their 
love of God and neighbour; and that to build such a community, it is 
necessary to focus in on what’s important.   
 
 
There are all kinds of little things that, if too much attention is placed on 
them, could send a community down the rabbit hole of minutia, creating 
conflict and uncertainty, even fracturing the very community that is trying to 
be built up.   
 
 
Then there are power dynamics that suggest, for any variety of reasons, 
one cluster of people knows more, has more, controls more than others in 
the community. 
 
 
So Mark calls the people back to the basics.  Love God, love neighbour, 
care for one another.  Don’t boast about who knows more, has more, 
controls more, rather, ground yourselves in the knowledge that you are 
people of God, trying to live in right relationship with God and with one 
another. 
 
 
I can’t begin to count how many times people of faith have lost sight of this; 
have sought power and divided the faith, over varied understandings of one 
scripture or another – one belief system or another, one selfish desire over 
another.  We so easily lose sight of this one common vision that Jesus 
presents to us – Love. 
 
 
Acting out of love, for the good of the whole community, is the core of our 
faith, the soul of our being.  It is what the kindom of God is all about – even 
and especially, when we are bringing together people with differing 
backgrounds, diverse ideas, varied hopes, and wide-ranging expectations, 
individuals, small clusters and large groups. 
 
 



As we attempt to be faithful to God and to the Gospel, we are called to put 
love first.  Love over personal priorities and preferences; love over wealth 
and prosperity; love over ego and individuality.   
 
 
Love for God and for neighbour always comes first, so that we might build a 
community of respect and reciprocity – a vision of the kindom of God.   
 
 
Love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with 
all your mind, and with all your strength and love your neighbour as 
yourself. 
 
 
May we believe it, may we live it, may we be it – now and far into the future.  
Amen 
 
 
 


