
God of Love, through these words, may we hear your invitation to feed your sheep and 
walk in your way, today and everyday.  Amen 
 
 
When my younger daughter was pre-school age, she would frequently (and by 
frequently, I mean several times a day) come to me in her innocence and ask “Momma, 
do you love me?”  to which I would spread my arms wide and respond, “I love you this 
much and even more!” 
 
 
Then one day, while browsing my local bookstore, I discovered a children’s book written 
by Barbara Jossee, entitled … wait for it … “Mama do you love me?”i  Well, of course, I 
had to buy it! 
 
 
It’s a delightful story of an Inuit child who asks the question “Mama do you love me?” 
and Mama responds, “Yes I do, dear one!”  “How much?” asks the child “I love you 
more than the raven loves his treasures, more than the dog loves his tail and more than 
the whale loves his spout!” 
 
 
The child goes on to inquire, “how long will you love me?” and then creates a multitude 
of scenarios in which Mama may lose her love.  ‘what if I was clumsy and broke the 
eggs; or mis-behave; or run away; or turn into something big and scary and mean?  Will 
you still love me then?’  
 
 
With each of the child’s questions, Mama replies that she may be sorry, annoyed, angry 
or frightened, but still she would love her child.  “Because,” she says, “inside you will still 
be you and I will love you forever and for always.” 
 
 
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?”  
“Simon, son of John, do you love me?” 
 
 
 



It’s common for theologians to look at this question triad as an opportunity for Simon, 
Son of John, also known as Peter, to counterbalance the three denials he spoke after 
Jesus’ arrest.  
 
 
Certainly, Jesus is not needing any affirmation of Peter’s love for him, like a child would, 
their mother, but I think perhaps, Jesus recognizes in Peter, a need to be affirmed and 
loved, despite his past mistakes.   
 
 
And so, with each proclamation of his love for Jesus, Peter is gifted with a calling, an 
opportunity to live his life, continuing to follow in the way of Jesus – “feed my lambs,… 
take care of my sheep,… feed my sheep.” 
 
 
There’s no way Jesus, the Christ, would assign such a responsibility to someone he 
didn’t think he could love and trust forever and for always, Right?! 
 
 
And yet, here we are!  Called to the same work as Peter!  Go figure!!  How did we, 
ordinary, broken people, come to hold such responsibility? 
 
 
Perhaps, as J. Philip Newell writes in his book Christ of the Celts, The Healing of 
Creation, it is because we are made in the image of God. Which, Newell writes, “is at 
the [very] core of our being. The image of God is the essence of our being. It is the core 
of the human soul.”ii   
 
 
Despite our flaws and foibles, our reticence and our fear, Newell suggests that “[to say 
that we have been] made in the image of God…is to say that wisdom is deep within us, 
deeper than the ignorance of what we have done or become.   
 
It is to say that the passion of God for what is just and right is deep within, deeper than 
any apathy or participation in wrong that has crippled us.  
 
 
To be made in the image of God,” Newell states “is to say that creativity is at the core of 
our being, deeper than any barrenness that has dominated our lives and relationships.  



And above all else, it is to say that love and the desire to give ourselves away to one 
another in love is at the heart of who we are, deeper than any fear or hatred that holds 
us hostage.”iii 
 
 
My friends, we … and Peter … are indeed made in the image of God and God is love!  
Or as one colleague puts it, God is “The Big Love”.  It is this Love, the Big Love, that 
empowers us, compels us, and upholds us in our living.   
 
 
Of course, like Peter, we can easily forget this.  We can forget that the source and 
ground of all our being rests in God and instead get caught up in our own fears and 
anxieties as we try to protect ourselves and find our own way in life.   
  
 
Some would say that this is precisely what has led to this pandemic. Humans forgetting 
that we are all in this world together – people, plants, animals, rocks and minerals – and 
when we over use, mistreat, and abuse our power to dominate, instead of being 
compassionate for all of creation, well, creation is bound to respond, leading us to 
scramble to find solutions and to make things right again. 
 
 
And not just creation in nature, but in people as well.  As we hear about the 
discrimination taking place against people of Chinese descent, as we consider the plight 
of First Nations communities who don’t have clean water or enough access to 
necessary medical care, we are forgetting Christ’s call to “take care of my sheep”.   
 
 
It’s easy to beat ourselves up about this.  I’m sure Peter was his own worst critic after 
denying his relationship with Jesus.  While it’s essential to recognize our part in the 
breaking down of a healthy, just world, it’s also important to consider how we will aid in 
the reconstruction of our societies, how can we see the world from a different 
perspective, one that connects us inextricably to the rest of creation, animate and 
inanimate? And how do we move beyond our sense of guilt, so it doesn’t paralyze us 
from moving forward?  
 
 
 
 



Our United Church Song of Faith states that: 
 
In and with God,  
we can direct our lives toward right relationship with each other and with God. 
We can discover our place as one strand in the web of life. 
We can grow in wisdom and compassion. We can recognize all people as kin. 
We can accept our mortality and finitude, not as a curse,  
but as a challenge to make our lives and choices matter. 
 
 
And so my friends, just as Jesus appears to Peter, he comes to us as well, through 
word, sacrament, family, friends and wise ones, and reminds us of the truth of who we 
are; of the light that shines within us; of the possibilities our lives hold.  
 
 
God’s grace reminds us of who we are, of whose we are and of the image of the Big 
Love that dwells deep within us and all things.   
 
 
Despite our foibles and brokenness, God loves us. God loves you - not because you are 
perfect, but because no matter what happens; no matter what you say; no matter what 
you do or don’t do “inside you will still be you, a beautiful creation, made in the image of 
God and so God will love you forever and for always.”   
 
 
Never doubt this truth and never doubt your worthiness of God’s love, because not only 
are you worthy to receive it, you are also worthy to share it.  In fact, like Peter, we are 
called to share it – to feed God’s sheep, to love all of God’s people, to care for all of 
God’s creation, because like us, they too are made in the image of God and our 
relationship to the whole strengthens us and draws us closer to the fullness of God’s 
kindom.  For this we were created, for this Christ came, for this we are called to live.   
 
May it be so.  Amen 
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