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“A force to be dealt with”.  This young woman who 

dares to go against all cultural norms in regard to 

her pregnancy and then, then sings out against the 

powers that be!  Indeed, a force to be dealt with! 

 

She knows her God, she understands how God has 

led her people through the challenges of life, always 

lifting them up, setting them back on their feet and 

inviting them into a closer, deeper relationship with 

the Holy.   

 

She understands, somehow, the ongoing active 

presence of God in the world; and she understands 

that what God really wants is justice, fairness, 

kindness, love.  She understands, as one who is 

lowly, humble, of minimal social status, that life as it 

is, is not right.   

 

I guess she’s been paying attention to the words of 

Isaiah and understands that This is not God’s dream 

for God’s world.  

 

So she dares to say “yes”, she dares to proclaim the 

same vision that God offers through the prophets.  

Justice, peace, equality, love, justice, peace, 

equality, love, justice, peace, equality, love. It is a 

chant that rings through her song.  



It is, as Richard Rohr suggests, a concise rendition of 

the Gospel. 

 

It is also, as Rohr suggests, NOT what our society 

worships.  Instead, we praise God while holding fast 

to the idols of our culture.  I wish I could point a 

finger and say you, you, you.  But the reality is, it 

comes down to the old “when you point one finger, 

three more are pointing back at you.”  It is a cultural 

milieu that we are all caught in. 

 

I don’t believe it’s something that we can shift in any 

significant way.  But I do believe that we can make 

an effort.  I believe that we do make an effort.  I 

believe that, when we support the folks at 

Willowbridge, we are making an effort.  When we fill 

20 + purses, 16 backpacks and an overflowing box 

of children’s pyjamas, we are making an effort. Not 

to mention all the things we do outside of our church 

life. 

 

Don’t ever think that the little things we do, don’t 

impact people in a big way.  I wish you could have 

heard the voices of the employees I spoke to at both 

the Kelowna Women’s Shelter and the John Howard 

Society. 

 

“You want to do what? Really?  Wow!  That’s 

incredible!  How generous of you!  The folks will love 

it!  That’s so thoughtful!  Wow!” 



And when Linda dropped off the purses and pjs and I 

dropped off the backpacks, the response was the 

same.  We overwhelmed them with our desire to 

help others.  And I give thanks for you, that you 

responded in such an amazing way!   

 

Although we may have more than many in this 

community, the fact that we are willing to share our 

wealth, in order to bring joy and hope to folks who 

are struggling, is a powerful proclamation of the 

gospel.   

 

I know that I stand up here week after week 

encouraging you to be the hands and feet of Christ; 

and I have to tell you, it warms the cockles of my 

heart to know that, well, your living it!  YOU ARE 

LIVING IT!   

 

Don’t worry, I know that it’s not because of my 

preaching, but rather because of the way in which 

God is working in and through you. The way God has 

worked in you, long before I ever came to Kelowna.   

 

I also know that it can feel like we aren’t making a 

difference.  That no matter what we do, it’s never 

enough.  It never accomplishes the coming of God’s 

kindom in all its fullness.  But it’s so important not to 

stop, not give up hope.   

 



Mary’s actions, even Jesus’ life and ministry, didn’t 

fully accomplish what they set out to do, but each 

step we take, as we walk the way of justice, brings 

us ever closer and reminds us that God IS present. 

God IS at work in the world. God has come and IS 

coming. 
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May it be so!  Amen! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


