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God of Mercy open our eyes to the suffering of this 

world; open our ears to hear your demands on our 

lives; and open our hearts, that we might act in love, 

that your kindom might come.  Amen 

 

In accordance with the World Council of Churches, 

today is Children’s Sunday.  It is a time for us to 

remember the children of our world that are 

suffering and this year the focus is on Children in 

Captivity.   

 

It’s a phenomenon that is taking place all over the 

world and it behooves us to pay attention and to do 

what we can, to eradicate this practise. 

 

In the resources provided for this topic, it was 

suggested that we watch one of the videos provided 

for this purpose.  But honestly, when I began 

watching them myself, it became abundantly clear to 

me that I was not, could not, show them.   

 

The scenes were graphic, and the brutality imposed 

on these children far too heart wrenching, indeed, 

stomach churning, for me to expose you to. 

 

I will, however, share some of the written stories 

that were made available. 
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“It began like most night arrests. Early on the 
morning of September 20, 2017, around 2 a.m., 

Israeli soldiers entered Laith K.’s home in Kafr Ein 

village, outside [the West Bank City] of Ramallah.  

 

Laith, then 17 years old, was bound, [his hands tied 
behind his back with two wires so they could not 

move. He was blindfolded, and physically assaulted 
[with boot kicks to his head, mid-section and legs, 

and powerful punches to his face and stomach. All of 
this inflicted] by Israeli forces. He was neither 

informed of the reason for his arrest nor presented 

with a warrant.  

 

Over the next eleven hours, Laith was transferred to 
multiple locations, including a military checkpoint 

and an Israeli police station in an illegal settlement… 

 

Laith arrived at Israel’s Ofer military compound 

around 1 p.m. During interrogation, he was 

questioned about throwing stones, a “security 

offense” under Israeli military law. He denied the 

allegations. The interrogator printed out a statement 

in both Arabic and Hebrew and made him sign it.  
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[Evidence from The organization Defense for 

Children in Palestine or DCIP] shows that Israel's 

army detains an average of 500-700 Palestinian 

children annually, systematically ill-treating, 

threatening and abusing the detained children while 

the military courts lack basic safeguards for a fair 

trial.”i 

 

Closer to home, we have heard the stories of what’s 
happening at the US/Mexico border, where children 

of all ages are being separated from their parents 
and held in facilities that are no more than “concrete 

floors with mats; barbed wire fencing and bright 

lights 24/7”ii   

 

There have been several reports of children crowded 
into holding cells, with little opportunity for proper 

hygiene.  No toothbrushes or toothpaste, no proper 
shower facilities, no soap or shampoo and their 

clothes stained with bodily fluids.  

 

Food that is being provided to these precious little 
ones is improperly cooked and nutritionally lacking 

for children. Inhumane conditions at best! 

 

Rachel Kronick, a professor of psychiatry at McGill 
University who has researched children held in 

confinement states: 

https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/
https://nwttac.dci-palestine.org/
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“The U.S. is setting kids up for physical and 
mental health problems and an inability to 

integrate. They’re creating such demeaning, 
dehumanizing and cruel conditions for children 

and families that they are breaking down the 
social fabric not just of these communities of 

migrants but of the United States itself.” iii 

 

Jesus called a child, whom he put among them, … 
“If any of you put a stumbling block before one of 

these little ones who believe in me, it would be 
better for you if a great millstone were fastened 

around your neck and you were drowned in the 

depth of the sea.” 

 

“The Maasai people, of Kenya retain much of their 

traditional ways and cultural heritage. [and they 

understand this.] 

 

For as long as anyone can remember, their warriors 

used to greet each other with the words, “Kasserian 

Ingera.”  
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Today, that phrase, which translates to “How are the 

children?” is the most widely used greeting by the 

whole community. The traditional response is always 

“the children are well.”1 

 

Nelson Mandela once said, “There can be no keener 

revelation of a society’s soul than the way in which it 

treats its children.”2  

 

The Maasai are not simply asking after the health of 

the children but also the state of their community. If 

the children are well, the world is well. “If the 

children are unwell, the whole world is sick.”3”iv 

 

My friends, the children are unwell and the whole 

world is sick! 

 

 

 

 
1 https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/and-how-are-the-children  

2 

http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1995/950508_nmcf.ht
m 
3 Rev. Traci Blackmon speaking on child detention, 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whotDovIji4 

https://www.uua.org/worship/words/reading/and-how-are-the-children
http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1995/950508_nmcf.htm
http://www.mandela.gov.za/mandela_speeches/1995/950508_nmcf.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=whotDovIji4
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I am acutely aware that it is from our position of 
privilege that we can choose to see or not.  We can 

turn the channel, decide not to watch the videos 
because they are too sickening, too brutal, too 

realistic.   

 

But these scenes of abuse play out over and over 
again in our world.  They are not a brutal and 

bloodstained movie, created from the imaginations of 
some well-paid Hollywood writers and directors.  

This, for far too many children, is real life.   

 

And truth be told, we are not innocent bystanders.  
We have our own history of ripping children from 

their homes, placing them in institutions and 

allowing them to be grossly mistreated.   

 

We called them residential schools and now we can 
see clearly the devastation these actions had on the 

children, their families, and the future of their 

communities, we hang our heads in shame.   

 

And yet still, Canada too, holds immigrant children in 

detention centers, but more on that in a bit. 
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What we, as people of faith have to acknowledge is 
that while many of the children we see, are thriving, 

many more are not.  The children are unwell.  The 

whole world is sick. 

 

The Lukan parable of the Good Samaritan lays out 

for us, what we are called to do.  Unlike the Priest 
and the Levite, who worry about laws of cleanliness 

and what might happen to them if they stop to help 
a person in need, the Samaritan worries only about 

what might happen to the person in need if he 

doesn’t stop to help. 

 

It is our duty and responsibility as citizens of the 

world and people of faith, to follow the words of 

Proverbs and 

 

“Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the 

rights of all the destitute. Speak out, judge 

righteously, defend the rights of the poor and 

needy.” 

 

 

You see, as people of faith, we cannot stand idly by 

saying “isn’t that awful” “Those horrible people” 

“those poor children” because, to quote Albert 

Einstein 
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“The world is a dangerous place to live; not because 

of the people who are evil, but because of the people 

who don't do anything about it.”v 

 

We are called to be Good Samaritans.  To speak up 

and to act with and for those who are in need.  

Those who cannot speak for themselves.   

 

I’m aware that this is a difficult topic and can feel 

like an overwhelming responsibility.  But let me offer 

you a few little glimmers of hope. 

 

Last Tuesday Associated Press reported that: 

 

“The U.S. is now being sued for hundreds of millions 

of dollars by some families who say their children 

were harmed by being held in detention, and on Nov. 

5 a federal judge ordered the government to 

immediately provide mental health screenings and 

treatment to immigrant families traumatized by 

family separations. The judge found attorneys for 

separated families presented evidence that the 

government’s policy “caused severe mental trauma 

to parents and their children” and that U.S. 

government officials were “aware of the risks 

associated with family separation when they 

implemented it.””vi 
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It is a step in the right direction. 

 

I mentioned briefly that Canada also detains children 
and while this is hardly good news, there is a 

glimmer of hope in the midst of it.  A Global News 

report states that  

 

“In 2014-15, there were 232 minors held in 

immigration detention, according to the Canada 
Border Services Agency, which can detain people 

if someone’s identity is in question, if they are 
suspected to be a threat to public safety, or if 

they’re considered a flight risk.  

Public outcry and persistent advocacy over 

children in detention prompted significant 

government policy changes within a couple [of] 
years that have significantly reduced the number 

of children held in immigration detention in 
Canada and reinforced it as a measure of last 

resort. 

 

[Because of these actions] the numbers of 
children held have dropped every year since. The 

data for 2018-19 so far shows that 113 minors 
have been held in detention — a 51 per cent drop 

in less than five years.vii 

 

https://www.cbsa-asfc.gc.ca/security-securite/detent/stat-2012-2018-eng.html
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The most powerful weapons of peace that we have 
against child confinement are our voices and our 

government.  It takes little effort but much 
persistence on our part to demand that the Canadian 

government act on our behalf and on behalf of the 
children, to bring an end to child confinement and 

the abuses that are taking place in our country and 

around the world. 

 

To that end, I have two copies of a letter here for 

people to sign, requesting just that.  One letter will 
go to Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, the other to the 

Minister of Global Affairs, calling on our government 

to  

(1) appoint a Special Envoy to promote, monitor and 

report on the human rights situation of Palestinian 

children living in the Palestinian Territory  

 

(2) take concrete steps to promote greater respect 

for human rights and increase protections for 

Palestinian children; and 

 

(3) hold Israeli military authorities accountable to 

their obligations under international human rights 

law and international humanitarian law. 
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They will be available during coffee time and again 

next week during and after the service.   

 

It is a small act. But when combined with other faith 

communities across the country who are doing the 

same thing, it can have a big impact on the actions 

of our government for the safety of Palestinian 

children. 

 

 

It is an act of courage  

It is an act of compassion 

It is an act of hope 

It is an act of justice 

May we not be silent anymore.  Amen! 

 

i https://www.nwttac.canada.dci-

palestine.org/israeli_forces_detained_a_child_for_nearly_a_year_without_cha

rge  November 14, 2019. 

 
iihttps://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/why-are-migrant-children-dying-u-s-
custody-n1010316   November 14, 2019 
 
iii https://globalnews.ca/news/5430731/canada-migrant-children-immigration-

detention/ 
iv Gilmour, Rev. Alexa & Marchuk, Adrian.  Children’s Sunday 2019: It’s Not Fair. 
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-special-days/childrens-sunday 
 
v https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/albert_einstein_143096 
 
vi https://apnews.com/015702afdb4d4fbf85cf5070cd2c6824 
 
vii https://globalnews.ca/news/5430731/canada-migrant-children-immigration-
detention/ 

 

https://www.nwttac.canada.dci-palestine.org/israeli_forces_detained_a_child_for_nearly_a_year_without_charge
https://www.nwttac.canada.dci-palestine.org/israeli_forces_detained_a_child_for_nearly_a_year_without_charge
https://www.nwttac.canada.dci-palestine.org/israeli_forces_detained_a_child_for_nearly_a_year_without_charge
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/why-are-migrant-children-dying-u-s-custody-n1010316
https://www.nbcnews.com/news/latino/why-are-migrant-children-dying-u-s-custody-n1010316
https://globalnews.ca/news/5430731/canada-migrant-children-immigration-detention/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5430731/canada-migrant-children-immigration-detention/
https://www.united-church.ca/worship-special-days/childrens-sunday
https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/albert_einstein_143096
https://apnews.com/015702afdb4d4fbf85cf5070cd2c6824
https://globalnews.ca/news/5430731/canada-migrant-children-immigration-detention/
https://globalnews.ca/news/5430731/canada-migrant-children-immigration-detention/

