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Holy One, open our ears to hear your call and our 

minds and hearts that we might dare to follow where 

you are leading. Amen 

 

Does anyone watch Last Man Standing? It’s a half-

hour sit-com about a man, his wife and a family of 

three daughters.  As the seasons have gone on, the 

cast has expanded to include two son-in-laws, 

neither, of course, up to the father’s standards.  

 

In this last week’s episode Kyle, one of the son-in-

laws hears a call to ministry and struggles with 

whether to follow or not.  The character has always 

been portrayed as a bumbling, not particularly 

confident or bright guy.  The only job he has ever 

held is in his father-in-law’s sporting goods shop 

where he has fouled up on many accounts, but 

always with the best of intentions. 

 

After several years with the company, Kyle has 

managed to make his way up the ladder to Head of 

Human Resources.  But he hasn’t forgotten the 

struggle he faced to make it that far.  He hasn’t 

forgotten the false starts, mis-steps, embarrassing 

situations he has faced in his learning process.   

 

 

 



2 
 

Kyle can stay where he is now comfortable and 

feeling confident about his future, or he can step out 

in faith into the land of the unknown, following the 

call to “follow me”.  It is a perplexing decision and he 

struggles with what choice to make. 

 

The disciples, in Matthew’s gospel, however, seem to 

have none of these concerns.  Jesus says “Follow 

me” and, we are told, IMMEDIATELY, they leave 

everything and follow him.   

 

Immediately!  No second thoughts, no questions, no 

hesitation about leaving their life’s work and going 

who knows where to do who knows what.  They 

simply hear the call and trust that it is what they are 

meant to do with their lives. 

 

It’s interesting that they are so clear thinking about 

this, when the rest of the gospel demonstrates their 

own bumbling and struggling, their mis-steps and 

their lack of understanding about this whole journey 

they have embarked on. 

 

Perhaps there are times when they wish they hadn’t 

been so quick to follow, and yet, they continue to 

follow and trust Jesus.  Right to the very end and 

beyond, they follow him. 
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I wish it were that easy today.  I wish that Jesus 

would come among us in bodily form and say “Follow 

me”!  Or if not in bodily form, at least in a 

resounding voice that we can all hear!  Follow me!  

And of course, we would all IMMEDIATELY, leave 

everything and follow!  Right?!   

 

More than likely though we would attempt to live in 

denial for as long as possible, hoping the voice will 

fade and we can continue life as we know it … kind of 

like the guy in this book … The Voicei 

 

Or perhaps we would be like Kyle and have to take 

time to weigh our options, consider our comfort 

zones, think about whether we want to stay with 

what we know or dare to step out in faith and follow. 

 

The reality is, God does tend to call us at the most 

unexpected times, to the most unusual things, and 

yes, it usually requires us to walk away from what 

we have become accustomed to.  It requires us to 

trust that the God of Light will indeed light our path 

along the way. 

 

In the end, although it isn’t the immediate response 

of the first disciples, Kyle chooses to listen to the 

voice and follow.   
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He decides to step out in faith, trusting that even 

when he makes mistakes, misunderstands, looks like 

a fool, or gets in over his head, (like all of Jesus’ 

disciples do) Christ will be there, inviting, assuring, 

comforting and empowering him to continue to 

follow.   

 

May we dare to do the same, even as we pray: 

 
You call us, Wanderer of seashores and sidewalks, 

inviting us to sail out of our smug harbors 
into the uncharted waters of faith; to wander off 

from our predictable paths to follow You into the 
unpredictable footsteps of the kindom; 

to leave the familiarity of our homes and accompany 

You into places that our outside our comfort zones. 
 

As we wait, in our simple, sometimes crazy, 
constantly uncertain lives, speak to us, Spirit of 

Grace: 
of that hope which is our anchor; 

of that peace which is our rock; 
of that grace which is our refuge. Amenii 
 

 

  

 

 

i Metlen, R.W. The Voice. Paulist Press, New York. 2001 
ii Gibson, Rev. Bob. http://www.londonconference.ca/ (an adaptation) 
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