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Epiphany God, may your light shine through these 

words, inspiring us to be your people in the world.  

Amen 

 

Don’t you just wonder what they were thinking?  Ok, 

sure there are lots of questions that have been asked 

about this story like: 

Were there only three of these visitors or were there 

many but only three gifts? 

Were they men or women or a mixture? 

Were they kings or wise ones or astrologers or what? 

 

Some of these can be answered through a study of 

the original text, some cannot.  But still … what were 

they thinking? 

 

They weren’t Jews, they didn’t believe in the God of 

the Jews, in fact, the term Magi is a plural form 

of the Greek word magoi, which refers to Zoroastrian 

priests. They were considered the scholars of their 

day and were well known for telling fortunes and 

preparing daily horoscopes.i According to Judaism, 

they were seen as deceptive, even dangerous.ii 
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So why would this group of apparently intelligent, 

thoughtful, star-gazing fortune tellers decide to 

travel from modern day Iran over 2,000 kilometers, 

to Bethlehem … led by a star? 

 

Maybe they really could see the future and the 

possibilities for Jesus’ life.  But if that’s the case, 

wouldn’t they know to avoid Herod?  And if they 

could see the future, why did they need directions 

anyway … or a star to guide them, for that matter!  

Wouldn’t they just … know?! 

 

It’s all so confusing!  

 

Or it could be, if we were looking for the facts of the 

story, rather than the spiritual truths within it. 

 

So let’s back up a bit and approach this tale a little 

differently. 

 

There was a group of people who lived some 

distance from Bethlehem – foreigners we could say, 

who were interested in many things.  Although they 

weren’t Jewish, they had read the Jewish texts and 

understood how the Israelites were waiting for a 

Messiah – a king to rule over them with justice, love 

and peace. 
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So when the Spirit moves within them and they are 

given a vision of an infant king that will turn the 

world upside down, they feel compelled to go in 

search of him. … Because that’s how God works, 

right?   

 

We are compelled to do something that we normally 

wouldn’t do, something others might think ridiculous, 

absurd, counter productive; and yet, we can’t not do 

it. 

 

So a group of these foreigners go in search of the 

child.  They travel for many, many, many days and 

nights, in search of this child. 

 

And strangely, in the midst of their travels, the voice 

of God seems to disappear.  Maybe it happens when 

they get caught up in squabbles about what direction 

to travel; or when they argue about what kind of 

gifts to bring or if they should bring any gifts at all; 

maybe it is when they hesitate and reconsider the 

timing of the whole thing and whether this is indeed 

the right time, the right place, the right people to 

make the journey. 
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What ever the reason, at some point, God’s voice 

falls silent.  And so, they do what they know to do, 

they keep moving forward and when in doubt, they 

seek direction from other sources.  

 

Now common sense would say that if you’re looking 

for a king, who better to ask than another king?  … 

Nobody’s perfect and it’s easy to get confused and 

make mistakes when we’re trying to follow God, 

especially if we forget to take the time to listen for 

and trust in where God is leading us. 

 

But then, perhaps even through unsuspecting 

means, God’s Spirit is known again, the light of hope 

re-appears, that same light that inspired them to 

begin this journey in the first place, and they are 

lead to exactly where they need to be, to the place 

they have been seeking.  

 

There, they know they have encountered a holy 

child, a soon-to-be king.  They have encountered 

God.  And they bow down in worship, having given of 

themselves, of their time and of their possessions.   

 

… As with anyone who has encountered the Holy, 

whether face-to-face or in a vision or dream, they 

are changed. They cannot go back the way they 

came.  
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God has implanted in them new dreams, new 

visions, new ways of being, a new path to take in 

their lives … and so, they take it.  

 

Here in lies the spiritual truths of the story of the 

wise ones. 

 

You don’t have to be “of the faith”, or of a certain 

skill set to hear a word from God. God speaks to all 

people – from lowly shepherds to foreigners wise 

enough to listen and respond. So… 

 

Listen for where God is leading. It may come from a 

book, from a friend, or even from the natural world.  

Therefore, it’s important to always be on the look 

out, always keep your eyes and ears open for the 

movement of the Holy. 

 

Follow where God is leading … even or perhaps 

especially, if it seems ridiculous, absurd, even 

counter productive – because God seldom leads us 

where WE think we should go! 
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If, on the journey, you begin to take control, 

because you’re sure you know what’s best; or you let 

doubts and fears consume your thinking until you 

can no longer hear the voice of God over your own 

anxiety about the future; be discerning about who 

you seek wisdom from, perhaps someone who 

understands the ways of God would be best; but also 

know that God can speak through the most unlikely 

people and in the most unlikely of ways.   

 

Always watch for the Light – that glimmer of hope 

and joyful anticipation that will lead you to exactly 

where you need to be. 

 

Finally, know that, once you have encountered the 

Holy, once you have embraced and celebrated the 

journey, you will never be able to go back from 

whence you came. For God will implant in you new 

dreams, new visions, new ways of being, and a new 

path to take in your life.  You would be wise to take 

it! 

 

Amen 
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