
Calling God, Mysterious One, you keep us guessing 

and wondering as to what it is you want from us.  

Open our ears and clear our eyes, that through your 

texts and through these words, you might guide us 

in your way.  Amen 

 

“How can anyone be born after having grown old?”  

And perhaps the unspoken and more important 

question here is “and who would want to be?!”   

 

We have lived our lives and have the experiences 

and wisdom to prove it.  Sure, there might be a few 

things we’d like to do differently, but for the most 

part, I suspect, we’d just as soon not have to start 

over again. 

 

And yet, Jesus invites us to be “born again”.  Of 

course, he isn’t talking about a rebirth from our 

mothers’ womb into the hands of a waiting 

physician. 

 

Rather, Jesus is inviting Nicodemus, and us, to come 

out of the darkness of our worldly lives. He invites us 

to release our earthly ways of thinking and planning 

for every possible challenge and experience, and 

instead, to open ourselves to the unpredictable 

winds of the Spirit.   

 

 



 

Age has no relevance in this birthing process.  Just 

look at Abram!  The verses immediately following 

today’s Genesis text read: 

 

“So Abram went, as the Lord had told him; and Lot 

went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old .... 

Abram took his wife Sarai and his brother’s son Lot, 

… and they set forth to go to the land of Canaan.” 

 

Let’s just think about this for a minute.  Abram and 

his whole multi-generational family are settled in 

Haran.  They have a good life, a prosperous life.  

They are comfortable right where they are.   

 

There is no need for them to think about moving 

anywhere, no necessary consideration for uprooting 

and leaving behind other family members, friends 

and all that is familiar. Especially when they don’t 

even know where it is they’re going to! 

 

Well, there was one challenge that Abram and Sarai 

faced, they didn’t have any children and there 

certainly didn’t seem to be any hope for their aging 

bodies to produce any.  

 

 



In their world and their time, to be barren is 

considered a curse by God and so they grieve their 

situation and must wonder what good might come 

from their childless lives.  

 

Perhaps that’s why Abram seems to be so willing to 

pack up and go – to be born again, in Spirit – and 

follow the call that God places on him. 

 

Perhaps he hears in God’s promise, a way to leave a 

legacy of his life and faith.  I mean, who of us 

doesn’t dream of making an impact on the world.   

 

If God spoke to you and said “I will make of you a 

great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 

name great, so that you will be a blessing.”  Well, 

who of us wouldn’t give the proposal at least SOME 

serious consideration? 

 

We come together today as an opportunity to meet 

and greet and discern within our faith communities, 

if Spirit is calling us, First Mennonite and St. Paul’s 

United, to be born again.  To enter into a land that is 

as yet, unknown to us, but which God will show us. 

 

And in this discerning, it’s important to ask 

ourselves: 

 



Are we too old to be born again?   

 

Do we even want to be born again? 

 

Is there any desire to start over again, in a whole 

new venture?  

 

Is there light we haven’t yet seen;  

 

Is there life we haven’t yet experienced;  

 

Is there hope we haven’t yet embraced? 

 

If God is calling us to something new, is it for our 

own benefit or for the benefit of the larger 

community and even the world? 

 

Are we, like Abram being invited, in our old age, to 

release the past and walk faithfully, even boldly, into 

an unknown future?   

 

If so, do we trust that God will not only show us the 

way, but will bless us on our journey so that we can 

be a blessing to others? 

 



It is said that the Spirit moves in mysterious ways, is 

this one of them?   

 

Is Spirit calling us to bring two diverse yet similar 

faith communities – denominations even – together, 

so that we might be born again into something 

stronger, something even more faithful than we 

already are?   

 

Like Nicodemus, the questions are plentiful, and they 

are important for bringing clarity and understanding 

to the work of God and the movement of the Spirit in 

our lives.   

 

But the reality is, God never shows us the whole 

journey. Instead we are invited only to take the first 

step…and each first step that follows, until, at some 

time in the future, we are exactly where God has 

called us to be. 

 

May God bless our time together and may God bless 

our mutual discerning as we attune ourselves to the 

wind of the Spirit and to God’s call on both our 

personal lives and on the future of our faith 

communities.  May the Spirit guide our thinking and 

may we find ourselves exactly where God is calling 

us to be. Amen 


