
Servant God, open our hearts and minds to hear you, to know 
you and to love you.  Guide us in our living that we might be your 
people in the world.  Amen 
 
“We want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 
 
 
If that isn’t the most worrisome request you’ve ever heard!!  It 
reminds me of my kids when they were going to ask for 
something that they were pretty sure they weren’t going to get.  
 
 
Interestingly, my response was always similar to that of Jesus 
“You don’t know what you are asking. Are you able and willing to 
take responsibility for the outcome and the fall out, whether it’s 
what you expect or not? 
 
 
And like James and John, the eager, but unknowing reply was 
“We are able! We will!” 
 
 
Ya, no!! Not until you understand what you are asking and all 
that it entails. 
 
 
Despite the fact that Jesus, for the third time in Mark’s gospel, 
has just attempted to explain what this trip to Jerusalem is 
about; that it will involve sentencing, mocking, flogging and 
finally death – still, the disciples cannot even begin to 
comprehend what this means. 
 



I don’t think it’s because they are stupid or that they aren’t 
paying attention, I just think that it is beyond their 
comprehension.   
 
 
They have stars in their eyes as they ride a wave of success and 
popularity.  After all, people are in awe of Jesus. They want to be 
a part of this movement that seems to be bringing people 
together in droves. 
 
 
Why wouldn’t James, John and even the rest of the disciples want 
to be right up there in the front row with Jesus?  Maybe they 
have in mind his transfiguration, with Moses and Elijah standing 
beside him in glory.  Maybe they imagine themselves shining 
brightly in some future moment of awe. 
 
 
But the reality is, they are not the ones that will be on his right 
and left, those positions, instead, are reserved for two robbers: 
common criminals.  And in Mark’s gospel there is no glory for 
either of them. But we’ll save that story for another day. 
 
 
Today, Jesus is still working on educating the disciples as to what 
is truly important.  Just as last week he taught that wealth is not 
something to aspire to, today, Jesus tells us, power and 
authority, at least as the world knows it, are not what he and his 
ministry are about either. In fact, he condemns the power 
mongering of the gentiles with their arrogance and domineering 
ways. 
 
 



If you want to be great in the kindom of God, you must be least 
in the here and now; you must be willing to humbly serve one 
another, not seek for power that you can laud over others. 
 
 
The ancient Chinese philosopher Lao Tzu, describes great 
leadership like this: 
 
 
“Go to the people. Live with them. Learn from them. Love them. 
Start with what they know. Build with what they have. But with 
the best leaders, when the work is done, the task accomplished, 
the people will say 'We have done this ourselves.’”i 

 

This is the leadership Jesus is inviting his disciples to - building 
community, meeting the people where they are, learning from 
them and helping them to be their best selves.  

 

If James and John had recognized and taken this approach, they 
wouldn’t have upset the other disciples, who, I’m sure, felt 
betrayed and belittled by James’ and John’s actions. That’s what 
happens when we aspire to greatness - try to surpass those who 
have been walking the path with us.  

 

Rather than building community, we splinter it.  Rather than 
caring for others, we push them aside; instead of standing on the 
shoulders of those who go before us, we knock them down and 
step on their backs.  This is not the community that Jesus longs 
for. 

 

 



Rather, Jesus calls us to serve each other, to care for one 
another. There is no self-serving, no power struggles within 
kindom leadership. 

 

What if we take this learning seriously?  What if our lives become 
solely about building up the community, supporting and 
encouraging one another in our endeavours, offering a hand up 
when someone stumbles?  What might our world look like? How 
might we govern differently?   

 

There’s a good chance that we will have the opportunity to 
actually live this. If the congregational votes we take over the 
next month approve the amalgamation, then together with the 
people of First and Rutland, we will begin building a new 
community.  

 

Each congregation and every person involved has gifts and 
challenges.  Each leader has varied leadership skills stronger in 
some areas and weaker or nonexistent in others; and have no 
doubt, every one of us, staff, congregants, each and all, carry at 
least a little bit of James and John deep within us.   

 

Right now, perhaps, we have stars in our eyes and would like to 
think that this process will be a walk in the park, a mountain top 
experience, glowing with the Christ light, and perhaps it will be.   

 

But I suspect there will also be times when we come up against 
our share of challenges.  It’s inevitable really when we are 
building a new community, where there will be differing opinions 
and varied visions of what might be possible. 



It is my hope and my prayer, however, that we will set our 
internal James’ and John’s aside and embrace our grace-filled 
Christ enlightened sides.   
 
 
Rather than “We want you to do for us whatever we ask of you”, 
otherwise known as “We want it our way!”  
 
 
May we move forward acknowledging that we are on this journey 
together.   
 
 
May we reach down and lift each other up.   
 
 
May we set our own agendas aside to hear all the possibilities 
that lie ahead of us.  
 
 
May we prayerfully consider our options and move forward with 
God’s wisdom and insight.   
 
 
The kindom of God is like this, serving one another for the good 
of the whole community.  May we rise to the challenge and dare 
to walk in faith.  Amen 
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