
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts, be pleasing to you, O 
Lord.  Amen 
 
 
Today we celebrate the founding and inauguration of the United Church of Canada. 
Most of the hymns we sing today, were sung at the Service of Inauguration.  The 
scripture, Psalm 100, was the scripture used that day.   
 
Every word of that service was planned out and printed into a 38 page bulletin, for the 
congregation that gathered in the Mutual Street Arena in Toronto.  The opening 
statement of the bulletin reads: 
 
“For this historic and august occasion, the Inauguration of the United Church of Canada, 
it was decided that the initial service should be wholly religious, crowned in the Holy 
Communion, without any pulpit deliverance or speeches [aka sermon] addressed to the 
public,....  In such unique circumstances it was also decided that it should follow a 
carefully prepared and printed form of service.  Few ministers, if any, would undertake 
by “extemporal wit” in spontaneous utterance to keep in mind and express in due 
proportions and fitting language all the elements and sentiments calling for expression 
in such a momentous hour and tense situation.”i   
 
Do you get the feeling they didn’t really trust any of the preachers involved to handle the 
task particularly well?! Wise people these were!!  
 
Does anyone know what year the denomination was founded in?  (1925, June 10) 
 
And who knows what denominations came together to form the UCC? 

- Methodist 
- Presbyterian (two-thirds) 
- Congregational Union (Ontario & Quebec) 
- Evangelical United Brethren (1968) 

 
So why a United Church of Canada?  In the early years of Canada, the Christian 
churches discovered that, with such a vast country to cover, it was more than 
challenging to serve every community from east to west.  Individually, they used 
itinerant preachers who would go from community to community, providing intermittent 
services for each.  This is where the practice of quarterly communion came from.  You 
had communion on the one Sunday, usually quarterly, that the Minister was in your 
community. 



 
As time went on, it became apparent that to have three or four denominations in each 
community was nigh on impossible, so the leaders got together and divided up the 
territory so that the Methodists would serve one location, Presbyterians another, and 
Congregationalists another.   
 
Finally, with a desire to better serve and coordinate ministry in the Canadian Northwest 
and to collaborate in overseas missions, the three initial denominations came together, 
along with the indigenous communities they served, and created what would come to be 
known as The United Church of Canada.ii 
 
From the Methodist Church we took the tradition of the Settlement of New Clergy – a 
practice whereby the church determines the location of a new ordinand’s first 
placement.  This practice was retained up until only a few years ago when General 
Council voted to no longer make Settlement a requirement, allowing people to choose 
and apply for any vacancies they felt called to. 
 
From the Presbyterians, we retained their governance structure which has shifted 
somewhat in the last few years with the reorganization of the church and the elimination 
of presbyteries.  
 
From the Congregationalists, it was agreed to always leave room for the movement of 
the Spirit as we grow and change.  That’s why our Statement of Faith gets updated from 
time to time.  We’ve gone from the traditional Apostle’s & Nicene Creed, to the New 
Creed, to the Song of Faith, our most current statement. 
 
As for all the other details?  Well, one of the guiding principles of Church Union was 
“We will agree on these common things and work the rest out as we come to it.”  A 
stance I believe, the General Council holds firm to, to this day. 
 
“[This] was the first union of churches in the world to cross historical denominational 
lines and received international acclaim.”iii 
 
“Once the three denominations came to an agreement on how they would unite, the 
church leaders approached the government of Canada to pass legislation concerning 
transfer of property rights.  The legislation passed on June 27, 1924 and was effective 
June 10, 1925.”iv 
 
 



The spirit of commitment and daring of the people who worked toward this union has 
become part of the ethos of this United Church of ours.  It is a denomination that has 
been on the cutting edge of justice seeking, and of breaking down barriers of race, 
creed, colour, gender and sexual orientation. 
 
Any idea what year the General Council approved the ordination of women?  (1934) 
And when was the first woman ordained in the United Church?  (1936 – Lydia Gruchy).  
 
Several decades later, in the 1980’s Marion Best and Kathy Hogman, both of whom 
currently live in the Okanagan, were instrumental in the 1986 General Council decision 
to acknowledge and formally apologize for our part in Residential Schools and the 
church then actively lobbied the government to acknowledge and offer their own 
apology to our First Nations Peoples.   
 
In 1988, you will likely remember well, the General Council gathering on Vancouver 
Island, where the courts determined and acknowledged that "all persons, regardless of 
sexual orientation, who profess their faith in Jesus Christ are welcome to be or become 
members of The United Church of Canada" and that "all members of the United Church 
are eligible to be considered for ordered ministry."  
 
In 1992 the first ordination of a member of the LGBTQ community, Tim Stevenson, took 
place.  (a little aside, Tim is the spouse of now former Moderator Gary Patterson who 
became the first Gay Moderator) 
 
Indeed, our moderators, the spiritual leaders of the denomination, have included men, 
women, First Nations, people of colour, members of the LGBTQ community, ordained 
and lay – a witness to our commitment to see all people as equal and all as beloved 
children of God with many gifts to share. 
 
Because of our determination to speak out and act on matters of injustice, our 
denomination has been challenged, spoken ill of, even had people suggest that we are 
not a church or that “the Spirit has left the denomination”.   
 
I suspect that this experience has silenced us for a long time.  Not that we aren’t still 
working for justice both here and around the world, but we are much quieter about it.  It 
seems to me that we no longer proclaim our faith; we mostly just whisper it.   
 
 



But I have no doubt that God is still at work in and through us.  We have taken a stance 
on the Israel/Palestine conflict, environmental protection, and we continue to work 
towards being a multi-cultural denomination.  In 2012, the General Council approved a 
redesign or our crest to acknowledge the importance of our First Nations siblings right 
from the onset of the denomination.   
 
The changes that were made? The Mohawk phrase “Akwe Niaq’tetewa:neren” meaning 
“All my relations” was added to the lower perimeter of the crest and the background 
colours of the four quadrants were changed to represent the colours of the First Nations 
medicine wheel.  
 
These changes, added to the original symbols of the founding churches – Burning Bush 
– Presbyterian; Dove – Methodist; Open Bible – Congregational; and the Alpha and 
omega representing the ever-living God, all divided by the ‘X’ or Greek letter Chi, 
denoting Christ, makes for a much more complete representation of where we’ve come 
from and who we are becoming. 
 
Who are we becoming, I wonder?  What are we as a denomination being called to next? 
As a multi-cultural church, what is our role in actively fighting racism?  
 
How are we being called to take an aggressive stand on homelessness, hunger and 
poverty?   
 
What steps do we need to take as a denomination to protect our environment? 
 
Where else is God calling us to build up the Body of Christ through faithful, outspoken 
witness? 
 
We are in a time of fast, volatile change.  How do we live our faith loud and proud?  
How do we take a page from our fore-founders and draw on the strengths of those 
around us to act in unison with one another, that we might create a better, more 
effective church in the world?   
 
Where is Spirit leading us as a denomination, and as a community of faith?  And will we 
dare to have the steely nerve of those who came before us, to continue to build a 
church that is relevant in empowering the kindom of God to come ever closer? 
 
In honour of all who have come before us and the work of Christ that they have been 
about, may it be so.  Amen 
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