
Holy One, may the words of my mouth and the inspiration of all 
our hearts be pleasing to you this day.  Amen 
 
 
How do we live on this earth?  
 
 
How do we inhabit this world in which we find ourselves?  
 
 
How do we be respectful citizens here while seeking for the 
Kindom of God? 
 
 
These are the types of questions, I suspect are being asked, by 
the original audience for which Mark’s gospel is written. 
 
 
These are new Christians in a new Christian church; gentiles, it is 
believed, not Jews; struggling to keep the faith in the midst of 
persecution by the Roman Empire, instigated by Caesar Nero.i 
 
 
They walk a fine line between commitment to The Way of Jesus 
and honouring the responsibilities of being Roman citizens. 
 
 
Into this milieu, the writer of Mark offers this story explaining 
what belongs to whom. 
 
 
 



Within the scriptural story, the city officials have had quite 
enough of Jesus’ inclusive teachings and they desire, more than 
anything, to trip him up, give them an excuse to arrest him, and 
get him and his ministry off the streets. 
 
 
Jesus, in this gospel, knows that this journey to Jerusalem is not 
going to end well, but he is not about to give them any reason to 
speed the process along. 
 
 
“Teacher, do we pay taxes or not?” 
 
 
“Whose head (whose image) is on the coin?’ 
“Give to the emperor the things that are the emperor’s, and to 
God the things that are God’s.” 
 
 
It brings to mind the Exodus story of the Israelites wandering in 
the desert.  It’s only when they become frustrated with their 
situation, disappointed in Moses, angry at God, that they turn 
from praise and faithfulness to graven images made of gold.   
 
 
But God’s image cannot be seen in gold or silver.  No monetary 
transaction can embrace God’s likeness.  So where then do we 
see God?  What is it that we can look at and clearly say “here is 
God’s likeness, this is what belongs to God?  
 
 
 



Is it our faith doctrines – varied, stagnant and confining as they 
are?  Dear God, I hope not!  Too much pain, suffering and 
exclusion have been wrought from these. No, church doctrines, 
documents and practices belong to church leaders, ancient and 
current, as we try to control and guide others in the faith.   
 
 
Is it our temples, our church buildings? That’s where the early 
Jews believed God to be – first in the Arc of the Covenant, then in 
the temple – again all constructed from human concepts. Some 
people of faith, in today’s world, still seem to think that without a 
church building, God is not present. But we know that’s not true! 
 
 
If not in things made by humans, where then, do we see God’s 
image, that we might know what we should be giving to God?  
 
 
If we look back to the beginning, to Genesis 1: 26 we are told: 
 
 
 “Then God said, “Let us make humankind in our image, 
according to our likeness…” 
 
 
“Whose image is on the coin? Give to the emperor what is the 
emperor’s and to God what is God’s.” 
 
 
But if we are made in the image of God, if we are what belongs to 
God, how then shall we live?  
 
How do we inhabit this world in which we find ourselves?  



 
How do we be respectful citizens here while seeking for the 
Kindom of God?   
 
 
Romans 12 tells us, “Do not be conformed to this world, but be 
transformed by the renewal of your mind,....”  
 
 
And in Mark, just a few verses after today’s reading, Jesus offers 
up the Great Commandment: “you shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, 
and with all your strength, and your neighbour as yourself.”  
 
 
 
“Give to the emperor what is the emperor’s and to God what is 
God’s.” 
 
 
 
How then shall we live? 
 
 
Yesterday the CBC reported the following story that I think is a 
good example: 
 
 
Juliana Aguero of London, Ont., knew she was going to have a 
tough time buying a house after she separated from her husband. 

"Every time, I lost the offer for $100,000 dollars or something 
like that. It was crazy," said Aguero who made about ten offers 
on homes within a span of three months. 



 

The average price of a home in London is now more than 
$600,000. 

 

Aguero, who moved to Canada from Colombia 11 years ago, has 
two children with her ex-husband. The couple decided they 
wanted to live in the same neighbourhood — near Victoria 
Hospital — and raise their children together.  

 

That's when Aguero found a three-bedroom condo listed for 
$330,000. It seemed like a good deal; other units in the building 
were listed for $20,000 more. 

 

Aguero offered $375,000. 

 

"When my realtor came, she actually started with Juliana's offer," 
said Damian Devonish, a London-based therapist with three 
children. "[My realtor] said, 'This is a really touching story I know 
your heart and I know that you will want to give it to her.'" 

Without her knowledge, Aguero's realtor had included a letter 
with her offer, detailing her client's backstory.  

 



Devonish, also a recent immigrant, arrived in Canada eight years 
ago from Barbados, and believes strongly in paying it forward. 
"We don't know how life will treat us 10, 15, 20 years from now. 
So the best thing to do is to live it well today." 

 

"I really didn't have a lot of money when I came to Canada," He 
said. "I was having difficulty getting a job because I needed a 
vehicle."  

 

Devonish found a car on Kijiji and remembers how the seller 
agreed to take $500 less for it, and also threw in a set of winter 
tires.  

 

And that's why when Devonish reviewed all the offers on his 
condo and Aguero's was the lowest, by about $50,000, he still 
accepted it.ii 

 

Give to the emperor what is the emperors and to God what is 
God’s. 

 

Perhaps Adam C. Best says it, well, “best” in this tweet: 

 



Capitalism has told us that the American Dream is becoming a 
megamillionaire or even billionaire.  The American Dream should 
be collectively building a society where nobody starves or goes 
homeless, and everybody is treated equally, fully insured and 
paid a living wage.iii 

Give to the Emperor what is the Emperor’s the things of this life, 
of this world.  Give to God what is God’s – our hearts, our minds, 
our lives, our whole selves – created in the image of God. Do this 
and the world will become a better place, a kindom place.  

 

May it be so! Thanks be to God! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
i https://www.blueletterbible.org/study/intros/mark.cfm 
ii Zandbergen, Rebecca. https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/why-this-homeowner-accepted-the-lowest-bid-
in-london-s-hottest-market-1.5938231?fbclid=IwAR0dKJipNvPEjs-NQP46_EyOcj0pD81lLEtincxQaKVek-
H_LFOIDJtlj0Y. March 6, 2021. 
iii Best, Adam. Twitter @adamcbest. March 5, 2021 


